CyberQuest
Scenario - A Superhero’s Journey Through History
Your quest is to create a concept for a fictional superhero who by their actions revises the
course of history. Place your superhero into a historical event or period of your choice, within
the parameters of the history/social science content standards listed below, according to your
grade level.
State your superhero’s unique superpowers and/or abilities, assessing how he/she could have
altered the course of history, thereby demonstrating your knowledge related to historically
significant events. Be sure to include historically accurate chronology, geography, alternate
points of view, and cause and effect as part of your presentation. You are encouraged to use
the design thinking process to help create your historical superhero.
Present your fictional superhero concept in an eight minute multimedia presentation, to be
followed by a series of questions from the judges. (Note, in keeping with prior competitions,
props are not allowed and therefore, the prototype of your superhero and/or costumes is NOT to
be included in your presentation).
Projects will be scored based on the following: citations of research revealing an understanding
of multiple aspects of historical significance including chronology, geography, alternate points of
view, and cause and effect, as well as the effectiveness of the multimedia presentation itself
(visual and oral presentation skills). Evaluation criteria regarding both team research and
presentation will be in alignment with the grade level English Language Arts Standards
identified (see below). History/social studies standards, along with design thinking principles are
provided, solely, for your reference.
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All Grades Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.8
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and
accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5
Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and
enhance understanding of presentations.

Grade Level Specific Standards
Grade 4
History-Social Studies Context
California: A Changing State
Students learn the story of their home state, unique in American history in terms of its vast and
varied geography, its many waves of immigration beginning with pre-Columbian societies, its
continuous diversity, economic energy, and rapid growth. In addition to the specific treatment of
milestones in California history, students examine the state in the context of the rest of the
nation, with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution and the relationship between state and
federal government.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects
of a topic.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak
clearly at an understandable pace.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.5
Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.
Grade 5
History-Social Studies Context
United States History and Geography: Making a New Nation
Students in grade five study the development of the nation up to 1850, with an emphasis on the
people who were already here, when and from where others arrived, and why they came.
Students learn about the colonial government founded on Judeo-Christian principles, the ideals
of the Enlightenment, and the English traditions of self-government. They recognize that ours is
a nation that has a constitution that derives its power from the people, that has gone through a
revolution, that once sanctioned slavery, that experienced conflict over land with the original
inhabitants, and that experienced a westward movement that took its people across the
continent. Studying the cause, course, and consequences of the early explorations through the
War for Independence and western expansion is central to students’ fundamental understanding
of how the principles of the American republic form the basis of a pluralistic society in which
individual rights are secured.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7
Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through
investigation of different aspects of a topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.8
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of
sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.4
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Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.5
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations
when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
Grade 6
History-Social Studies Context
World History and Geography: Ancient Civilizations
Students in grade six expand their understanding of history by studying the people and events
that ushered in the dawn of the major Western and non-Western ancient civilizations.
Geography is of special significance in the development of the human story. Continued
emphasis is placed on the everyday lives, problems, and accomplishments of people, their role
in developing social, economic, and political structures, as well as in establishing and spreading
ideas that helped transform the world forever. Students develop higher levels of critical thinking
by considering why civilizations developed where and when they did, why they became
dominant, and why they declined. Students analyze the interactions among the various cultures,
emphasizing their enduring contributions and the link, despite time, between the contemporary
and ancient worlds.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7
Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism
and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.4
Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts,
and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume,
and clear pronunciation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.5
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in
presentations to clarify information.
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Grade 7
History-Social Studies Context
World History and Geography: Medieval and Early Modern Times
Students in grade seven study the social, cultural, and technological changes that occurred in
Europe, Africa, and Asia in the years A.D. 500–1789. After reviewing the ancient world and the
ways in which archaeologists and historians uncover the past, students study the history and
geography of great civilizations that were developing concurrently throughout the world during
medieval and early modern times. They examine the growing economic interaction among
civilizations as well as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities. They
learn about the resulting growth of Enlightenment philosophy and the new examination of the
concepts of reason and authority, the natural rights of human beings and the divine right of
kings, experimentalism in science, and the dogma of belief. Finally, students assess the political
forces let loose by the Enlightenment, particularly the rise of democratic ideas, and they learn
about the continuing influence of these ideas in the world today.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.7
Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and
generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.8
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for
citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.4
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.5
Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and
findings and emphasize salient points.
Grade 8
History-Social Studies Context
United States History and Geography: Growth and Conflict
Students in grade eight study the ideas, issues, and events from the framing of the Constitution
up to World War I, with an emphasis on America’s role in the war. After reviewing the
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development of America’s democratic institutions founded on the Judeo-Christian heritage and
English parliamentary traditions, particularly the shaping of the Constitution, students trace the
development of American politics, society, culture, and economy and relate them to the
emergence of major regional differences. They learn about the challenges facing the new
nation, with an emphasis on the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil War. They
make connections between the rise of industrialization and contemporary social and economic
conditions.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.7
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.8
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for
citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.4
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.5
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.
Grades 9-12
History-Social Studies Context
World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World
Students in grade ten study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the late
eighteenth century through the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars.
They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of
current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations. They extrapolate from
the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain
vulnerable, and are not practiced everywhere in the world. Students develop an understanding
of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and
cultural contexts. Students consider multiple accounts of events in order to understand
international relations from a variety of perspectives.
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United States History and Geography: Continuity and Change in the Twentieth Century
Students in grade eleven study the major turning points in American history in the twentieth
century. Following a review of the nation’s beginnings and the impact of the Enlightenment on
U.S. democratic ideals, students build upon the tenth grade study of global industrialization to
understand the emergence and impact of new technology and a corporate economy, including
the social and cultural effects. They trace the change in the ethnic composition of American
society; the movement toward equal rights for racial minorities and women; and the role of the
United States as a major world power. An emphasis is placed on the expanding role of the
federal government and federal courts as well as the continuing tension between the individual
and the state. Students consider the major social problems of our time and trace their causes in
historical events. They learn that the United States has served as a model for other nations and
that the rights and freedoms we enjoy are not accidents, but the results of a defined set of
political principles that are not always basic to citizens of other countries. Students understand
that our rights under the U.S. Constitution are a precious inheritance that depends on an
educated citizenry for their preservation and protection.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
and following a standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and
style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.
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Grades 11-12
Next Generation Science Standards:
HS-ESS3-1 Earth and Human Activity

Construct an explanation based on evidence for how the availability of natural resources,
occurrence of natural hazards, and changes in climate have influenced human activity.
HS-ETS1-1 Engineering Design

Analyze a major global challenge to specify qualitative and quantitative criteria and constraints
for solutions that account for societal needs and wants.
English Language Arts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task,
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format
for citation.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and
to add interest.

