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Tulare County is home to 46 school districts and mare than 95,000
students. The Office of Education supports Tulare County teachers
and administrators with training to meet California’s rigorous
academic standards, recruitment services for new staff, and a variaty
of media technology services, The Tulare County Office of Education
also provides dozens of program events to meet students' needs.
For instance, La Sierra Charter School offers a military-style
academy to middle and high school students, while
’ programs like History Day and Project Citizen support

citizenship learning,
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- Tostart | would like fo  Are our cadets expected to never make a mistake? No, we fully
o new expact them to make mistakes that is as much a learning tool as
Principal for the stance  the books we expect them to learn from. The trick is not to make
the same mistake twice and to learn as we move on in
ne on life. As we go forward and teach our cadets, it is
( the classroom  up to us to guide their decisions and help
the {Imrﬂuni Discipline  them grow so they can one day be self
. pnurt of our day to day sufficient and a positive influence In our
community.
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LSMA Rings the Bell

Marigh Price and Miriam Barilas

In 1865 a man by the name of William Booth started the Salvation Army in an effort to bring the
word of God to the poor, homeless, and hungry. These people felt uncomfortable in the fancy
Victorian churches of England, so he formed a church especially for them. This organization soon
expanded worldwide and by the late 1800s Joseph McFee, associated with the organization in
San Francisco, wanted to help those less fortunate during the holiday season. He placed a red
kettle next to a ferry landing in hopes that passengers leaving the boats would find it in their hearts
to toss a few coing in to help the poor. That first year he collected enough money to host a
Christmas dinner for these people. Today, bell ringers and their red kettles are seen around the
world in front of many well known stores in an effort to continue to help in any and every way
possible during the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.

La Sierra Military Academy students volunteered to help with the bell ringing project during this
past Christmas season. They took an hour of their day and stood outside several different
establishments ringing a bell in hopes that people would open their wallets and be generous
enough to share with others. The students who participated were Nadia Mueting, Gabriela Meza,
Albert Solis, and Andres Castro.

Each student had different reasons why they were inspired to help. Madia wanted to help peopla
while Andres stated that he always wanted to do it after his cousin stated the same.

Gabriela wanted to participate after hearing about the opportunity from Drill Sergeant and

Albert thought it would be a fun activity to do with his friend.

Participating in this type of community service always has an impact on the person. Castro said
that it made him feel good to help out and Solis said it halpad him to open up and develop his
people skills while also helping him to be less embarrassed. Mueting felt more
thoughtful toward the homeless and their situation and Meza felt that the
experience made her want to do more to help her community.

This year was the first that La Sierra students donated time to the Salvation Army
in this mannear. Our school will continue to reach out to the community in an
effort o make a difference for others and for our students.
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Gabriela Albert Nadia Andres
Meza Solis Mueting Castro
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Last semester, our former principal
Mr. René Moncada, had the honor
of passing our school flag to the
new principal, Mrs. Anjelica
Zermafio. During our interview

of Mrs. Zermefo, her intentions for
our school became clear.

When asked about her first goal of
improving La Slerra she stated that
she was done talking the talk and
that she wants to walk the walk.
She wants to justifiably brag about
having the most respectiul students
in all of Visalia's high schools as
well as the brightest group of kids.
Having grown up in poverty and

SCICON has been an outdoor school of science for
aver 50 years. It iz operated by the Tulare County
Office of Education and is located above Springville.
Cwver the years many students have opened their
minds to nature and science at this unigue camp.
Thig year, La Sierra had the opportunity and
privilege of sending six students to the camp to act
as counselors and mentors to the 6th grade campers
that wera there for a week. The students who
volunteered were Cadets Cabada, Cazares,
Guevara, Sevilla, Segura, and Crutchfield. When
asked what it was like to be a counselor, Cadet
Karissa Cabada said, "It was fun and a big
responsibility as well." Cadet Crutchfield said that
the kids were awesome, the food was good, the
trails were greaf, and the staff was heipful.

Cadet Marisol Sevilla enjoyed gefting to meet a lot
of people. Cadet Cazares said that getting to help

been challenged by its
negative effects,

Mrs. Zermeno has a very
clear idea of what it takes
to be successful and to
overcome obstacles. She
was bom and raised in
Tulare and attended
Tulare schools. She was
a good student, getting no
lower than a B on her
grades. Mrs. Zermefio
was also active in extra-
curricular acthvities such
as softball, soccer, chaer-
leading, playing flute,
band letter girl and Girl Scouts, She
was always busy and rarely had time
to hang out with her friends. She had
o work harder than most to attain
success but eventually graduated
from college and began her career as
a classroom teacher teaching in both
elementary and junior high schools.
Then she moved to coaching teach-
ers on how to better teach their
students and most recently she
became a principal for the first time
at our school site. While there are
probably many things that Mrs.
Zermefio plans to implement at cur
school, students were very

LSMA Goes to SCICON Al e e Chzares fndres Castro

the disabled kids hike the trails was his favorite part
of the week, while Segura said that she liked meet-
ing the other counselors. Marisol Sevilla liked being
in charge and helping other kids overcome their fear
and Guewvara thought that the food was “the bomb!”
K. Withwer had a conversafion with an adult who
works at the camp who stated that La Sierra student
counselors were the most well behaved students at
the camp. This is most definitely the type of compli-
ment that our cadets strive to achieve. In fact,
Rafael Cazares was nominated for the Ray Burbank
Laurel Leaf Award for having played a significant role
in halping children be winners in life. The final
selection from the nominees will be made in May.
We look forward to finding out the resulis.

Dwverall, being a SCICON counselor is aonce in a
ifetime opportunity. SCICON really shows kids that
vou can learn and have fun at the same time.

Mrs. Zermefio Takes Command
Lam Cervanfes, Manah Prce and Sath Short

interasted in what she has planned
for end-of-the-year activities. One
vary interasting event that was
discussed was a Military Ball. Stu-
dents and parents would dress up
and attend an awards ceremaony and
formal dance. It's a great idea and
we look forward to hearing mare
about it.

When Mrs. Zermefio was asked why
she chose La Sierra she said, “The
teachers have the same care and
concern for the students that | do.”
The students of La Sierra wish Mrs.
Zarmefio success in her job and we
ook forward to all of the positive
changes that she plans to make for
everyone's benefit.




Fall Semester Awards
On Friday, January 21st, La Sierra opened its doors to parents and the community for a special event.
LSMA cadets were recognized for Near Perfect Attendance, Perfect Attendance, Honor Roll and the
Principal's Award. The students worked hard for the entire fall semester to eam these awards.

Job well done to the following cadats:

Jurior High
Near Pe Aftendance
Vic Andrews
Danigl Borban
Caline Borges-vVargas
Jonathan Hemandez
Mare Lucenn
Alexas Murillo
Jurior High
Parfect A nce
Jonathan Alvarer
Michael Cusllar
Daxx DeSousa
Richard Hicks
Junior High Honor Roll
GPA of 3.0 to 3.49
Hoxanng Showear
Manues! Lucer
Sumilio Aguarme
Jessica Barba
High Schoal

cipal's Award
GPA of 3.5 and abowve
Lawrence Lamar
hlcah Vizcama
Troy Underwood
Jasse Chaves
Shaelysa Dodd

High School High School

Near Perfect Altendance Perfect Aftendance
Jason Abovies Kimberly Alvarez
Josa Barajas Maomi Amador
Randy Bullard Jason Briseno
Kenia Castro Breanna Cabada
Samuel Cervantas Kanssa Cabads
Angel Cisneros Anthony Candenas
Austin Crow Andras Casiro
Caros Diaz Rafael Cazaras
Yadira Enciso Stephen Cruichfield
Anthony Enriguesz Ciscar Dominguez

Jasmins Gonzalaz
Yarel Gonzalez
Viclor Guzman
Michasal Hamandsaz
Crialia Leon
Antonio Lopeasr
Malihew Magana
Crzcar Plascencia
Fyan Rica
Jasmine Rodhgues
Maria Rodriguez
Julian Sanchez
Kaana Sasgura
Marisal Savilla
Slefanny Terriqusaz
James Wiggins

Jonathan Duran
Jordon Guevara
Lawrence Lamar
Femando Lopez
Ramon Madrngal
Pedro Mendoza
Mancy Morales
MNadia Mueling
Egulglﬁn I'vhunnz
sza Mavaratie
Comina Ortiz
Aubi Cuintana
Angelique Sanchez
Alber Solis
Troy Underwood
Faennath Williams

High School Honor Rall
GPA of 3.0 fo 3,49
Alex Ontiveros
Kimbery Alvaraz
Famando Lopaez
Adran Samdoval
Keana Sagura
Miriam Banllas
Madia Muﬂﬁn?
Joagquin Padilla-Puga
harisol Sevilla
Dading Arce
Breanne Cabada
Gabriela Meza
Anthony Enfigquez
Rafasl Cazams
Naomi Amador
Samual Cersantes
Sabrina Garcia
Andrew Valenzusla
Yadira Enciso
Ofelia Leon
Melissa Avila
Austin Crow

Ozcar Dominguez
kariah Price

Research proves that students
perform better in their academic

classes after they have physical exercise.

Thanks for voting!

Office of Education

Jim Vidak, Counly Suparisondent of Schools
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