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Tul are County O fice of Education Announces:

2004 Mock Trial Conpetition

Openi ng rounds are January 20, 22, 27 and 29; Sem -finals on February
3; Finals held February 10

Twel ve teans from 12 Tul are County high schools will conpete in the first
four rounds of the Mock Trial Conpetition in the Tulare County Superior Court
on January 20, 22, 27 and 29. Trials begin each night at 5:15 p.m The four
teans with the hi ghest power scores will conpete at the Courthouse in a sem -
final event February 3 at 5:15 p.m Sem-final winners will go on to conpete
in the final event, February 10 at the Rotary Theatre. The Myck Trial event
culmnates with the Award Banquet hosted at the Holiday Inn for all
participating students, parents, coaches, and attorneys. Cener ous
contributions fromattorneys, coaches, parents, Kiwanis organizations, and Ag
in the O assroommake it possible for students to attend the banquet at no
charge. This evening' s entertainment features a video presentation
highlighting clips fromall five evenings of Mdck Trial conmpetitions as well
as interviews of students, coaches, conmunity nenbers, and attorneys produced
by the Media Production O ass at Exeter H gh School.

There will be a parent orientation from4:45-5:15 p.m on January 20 and
January 22. Parents will be encouraged to ask questions about the event, the
new j udgi ng rubric, Mck Trial and Tul are County courtroom protocols, and the
awar ds banquet .
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The 23" Annual California Mbck Trial hypothetical case, People v. Casco
addresses credit card theft, a serious matter facing young people today. The
pretrial nmotion in this case features an argunment on the Fourth and
Fourteenth Anendnents of the U S. Constitution. The Fourth Amendment
protects individuals fromnational governnent intrusions by prohibiting

unr easonabl e searches and sei zures. The Fourteenth Amendnent protects

i ndividuals fromintrusion by state governments as well. The pretrial notion
chal | enges whet her or not the evidence of noney in the defendant’s bag is
adm ssi ble as evidence in this case. The students will address two key

i ssues: was there a search, and if so, was it reasonabl e? The judge s
ruling on this notion has a direct bearing on the adnm ssibility of evidence.

Few young peopl e understand the routine of the crimnal justice system and
Mock Trial is designed to instruct students concerning the workings of our

| egal institutions. As students prepare both sides of this trial of Gand
Theft, Theft, and Receiving Stolen Property, they will devel op an
understandi ng of the pertinent |egal and factual issues. The 10-to 20-nmenber
Mock Trial teans are conposed of students who take on all of the roles in any
courtroomdrama: | awers, wtnesses, court clerks, and bailiffs. The teans
study the case, conduct |egal research, and receive gui dance from vol unteer
attorneys about courtroom procedure and trial preparation. Al teans nust
present before actual attorneys or judges based on identical hypothetica

case materials. Irrespective of the outcone of the trial, three additiona

vol unteer attorneys score the teans on the basis of their analysis and debate
of the constitutional issues, the law, and the facts in the case.

The Mock Trial Programis sponsored by the Constitutional Rights Foundation
and co-sponsored by the California Departnment of Education, the State Bar of
California, the Young Lawers’ Association and the Daily Journal Corporation
The Tul are County O fice of Education coordinates the programlocally, with
assi stance fromlocal attorneys and judges.
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“The Mock Trial Conpetition provides students a great opportunity to sharpen
their research, critical thinking and presentation skills, while getting a
glinpse into the conplex world of law. | look forward to attending the
finals every year and encourage anyone who can find the tine to do the sane.
It’s very entertaining,” says Tulare County Superintendent of Schools Jim

Vi dak.

The schools participating in the 2004 Tul are County Mock Trial conpetition
are: Dinuba H gh School, El D amante H gh School, Exeter Hi gh School,
Farmersville H gh School, Golden West Hi gh School, Lindsay Hi gh School,
Monache Hi gh School, Oosi H gh School, Redwood Hi gh School, Strathnore High
School, Tul are Western H gh School, and Tul are Uni on H gh School .

The champions fromthe final round of the Tulare County Myck Trial
Competition will be eligible to conpete in the state finals at the O ange
County Courthouse fromApril 2 - April 4, 2004. The National Mock Trial
conpetition will take place in Olando, Florida, fromMy 7 - May 9, 2004.
Last year California placed fourth in the National Mck Trial conpetition.

For nmore information about the Tulare County O fice of Education and its

progranms, visit our website at www. tcoe.org or call Public Information

O ficer, Panela Kunze, at 559.733.6606. For additional information about the
Mock Trial conpetition, contact Marsha Ingrao at 559.651. 0680.
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