
 

6th Grade-2006 
 

Global Warming: A River Runs Through It 
 
Scenario: 
A Senate fact-finding committee is studying environmental issues impacting the United States. 
Of particular concern is the country’s non-participation in the Kyoto Agreement, the debate over 
global warming and its impact on future foreign and domestic policy. Your team, a group of 
scientists working for a university-related institute studying Earth’s oceans, is called to testify. 
The Committee Chairperson identifies possible topics to cover (listed below) and asks that you 
address those that, in your professional opinion, are most important for the country to 
understand. The committee welcomes any recommendations for action that you feel are 
appropriate based on scientific evidence. The committee reminds you that they have a full 
agenda and you have only ten minutes for your presentation. 
 
Possible topics to cover (these are only suggestions and are not a requirement for a superior 
presentation): 

1. What is global warming?  
2. How can we determine if this is really occurring? 
3. Are Earth’s oceans related to global warming?  
4. Do ocean currents affect climate? 
5. Can melting glaciers and sea ice affect ocean currents? 
6. Could global warming cause a new ice age?  
7. Are hurricanes and typhoons related to ocean temperature?  
8. Would global warming have an impact on these storms? 
9. Can we be sure global warming is caused by human activity and not just a normal 

climate cycle? 
 
Possible Sources 
Library books, oceanographers, climatologists, videos, encyclopedias, science textbooks 
ERS Portal sources: EBSCO, United Streaming, California Streaming, Brainpop, Associate Press 
Extensive Photo Archive and Marco Polo Science NetLinks http://www.erslibrary.org  
Internet websites: 

EPA Global Warming: Kids Site: 
http://www.epa.gov/globalwarming/kids/climatesys.html  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: 
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/globalwarming.html  
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution: 
http://www.whoi.edu/institutes/occi/viewTopic.do?o=read&id=501  
National Geographic.com: 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/06/0627_050627_oceancurrent.html  

 
Bibliography 
Be sure to have a printed bibliography to hand to the judges before you begin your presentation. 
You are encouraged to cite all of your sources including graphics.  A simple web tool to organize 
your bibliography can be found at http://citationmachine.net/   


